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MISSOULA---
UM LAW SCHOOL RECEIVES $2,500 
PROM BLANKENBAKER FOUNDATION 
mclean/ds/jg 
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state + cs + 
The University of Montana School of Law has again received $2,500 from an annual 
endowment fund of the Joseph N. Blankenbaker Foundation, law school Dean Robert E. 
Sullivan announced. 
The fund was established by Joseph N. Blankenbaker in 1975 "to express his 
thanks to the people of Montana for treating him so well," Sullivan said. 
Blankenbaker, who was 90 at the time he established the foundation, is now deceased, 
but the trust carries on in ·· his name. 
As in the two previous years when the endowment was received, the money will be 
used to supplement existing educational programs in professional responsibility by 
bringing in guest lecturers, preparing instructional materials and supervising 
clinical training of UM law students. 
"The primary objective will be to increase the sensitivity of law students to 
the responsibility for leadership and competence," Sullivan said. 
Blankenbaker was born in Madison, Va., in 1885. He moved west in 1908, working 
for a year in Fort Laramie, Wyo., before coming to Virgelle to work on a sheep and cattle 
belonging- -
ranch I to a second cousin. In 1918, he left the V.F. Blankenbaker ranch and 
began working for a Stockman's National Bank at Fort Benton, and in 1925 he went to the 
Scandinavian American Bank at Big Timber. 
Blankenbaker then moved to Helena and worked for · severa1 years in a ?:nv~rnment 
loan office. In 1938 he began working for the Northwestern Bank and Union Trust 
Company in Helena, and in 1944 he resigned to become affiliated with the Northwestern 
National Bank of Great Falls, where he remained until he retired in 1953. 
The Blankenbaker Foundation is managed by three trustees; Bjarne Johnson and 
Forrest Hedger of Great Falls, and Edwin Jasmin of Helena. 
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